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House of Representatives

2334 Rayburn Building APR 12 '993

Washington, D.C. 20515

FEDERAL COMMINGAT
Dear Congressman Wheat: NHCEOFT}ESEQCJHSm SSoK

This is in reply to your letter of February 8, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, C. W. Reed, regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensgive changes to the Commission’s Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the freguency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear’s technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. Reed is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on radio
control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning our
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. 1In short, we expect there would be no

adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice. '
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We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radic spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent’s concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules ‘to be issued in 1994. We urge your -
constituent to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

. XK.

Ralph A. Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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February 8, 1993

Mr. Steven Klitzman

Associate Director, Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission

Room 808

1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Klitzman:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter that I received from one of my
constituents, Mr. C.W. Reed, who brought to my attention his concerns about

a proposed FCC rule altering the amount of radio spectrum available for
radio controlled model airplanes.

After reviewing Mr. Reed's letter, I would appreciate any information you
may be able to provide me that would allow me to respond to his concerns.
You may direct your response to my Washington office:

Thank you very much for your time and attention to this matter.

S1ncerely,

Ian Wheat
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Allen Wheat RE: FCC Notice of Proposed
1219 Longworth Building Rule Making
wWashington DC, 29515 PR Docket 92-235

Dear Representative Wheat,
| am a retired person that flys Radio Control aircraft and

have been involved in this hobby/sport for over 3@ years. | am
newsletter editor of our local club of 18® members and-! personally
own 5 complete radio control systems and many, many planes. | have

a personal investment in R/C equipment approaching $19,0800.

| am very upset about the FCC proposed rules which would close
to eliminate, or at least severely restrict our hobby. In addition
it would make what is now safe flying very dangerous. The FCC
proposed rule is PR Docket 92-235. We now have a- 19 Khz spacing
between our frequencies and the next (commercial) frequency. FCC is
now proposing to give the Land Mobile Service enough frequencies to
cut this safety zone down to an unreasonable and dangerous 2.5 Khz.

The FCC is proposing to delete Part 99 which gives us safe
flying and replace it with a new Part 88. This will render either
unusable or dangerous at least 2/3 and probably more of the 5§
frequencies now assigned to us. We cannot now use all these
frequencies in some cities because even at the current 18Khz
spacing some commercial users there have so high power that they
bleed over and make a block of our assigned frequencies unusable.

We are extremely safety oriented and go to great lengths to
assure safety for both flyers and onlookers. This‘change would ,
greatly increase the risk of great material damage or even death or
injury. Some of the planes flown are 10 ft in wingspan and weigh 30
to 40 pounds. If a person with one of the new proposed frequencies
would get near an R/C field they would knock planes out of the sky
and with no control whatsoever. Help us keep our hobby safe!

There are estimated to be about 3¢¢,000 R/Cers that fly
aircraft and about as many that run cars and boars. Each one has a
minimum of $60@ invested and there is no upper limit to any hobby,
many have thousands invested.

Please help us continue the safe enjoyment of our hobby/sport
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235
for the 72-76 Mhz band. We urgently need your help NOW as they have
tried to slide by unnoticed with an close and unreasonable review
date of FEBRUARY 26, 1993. After that it would be almost impossible
to have them rescind the change.

Thank you for your help in this critical area.

Sincerely,

cO’v/: gdﬁ@c&

5408 Woodson Road
Raytown, MO 64133



